CHAPTER VII

GOTEKNMENT BY PABTY

AN American writer to whom I have previously
referred says that the British Parliamentary system
is " perfected " party government. The adjective is
worth noting. Government by parties prevails to
some extent under every free popular constitution;
but only in that of the United Kingdom, and those
which are closely modelled upon it, is it carried out
in a thoroughly uncompromising fashion. The
English are supposed to be an " illogical people ";
but in this respect they evince in their actions,
though not perhaps in their words, a conspicuous
and remorseless logic. There is no attempt to
concede to the defeated combatant in the elec-
toral struggle any shred of political power. The
"spoils" system has been abandoned, for more
than fifty years, in the administration of the Civil
Service of the Crown; but it is retained, without
disguise or mitigation, in the direction of political
affairs.

The i&inority, indeed, as Cobden said, has only
one right, that of using all its efforts to become the
majority in its turn; tod until it is^ successful in
that enterprise it must submit to impotence and
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